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To  the  Cliairman  and  Members  of  tho  Rural  District  Council 
of  Northampton. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  incorporating  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

The  report  is  presented  in  four  sections  each  dealing  with  an  aspect 
of  environmental  control;  the  first  on  natural  and  social  conditions; 
the  second  on  the  provisions  of  health  and  welfare  services;  the  third 
on  the  environmental  health  services  and  the  fourth  on  the  control  of 
infectious  and  other  diseases.  In  addition,  while  increasingly  the 
prevention  of  disease  is  becoming  a  matter  of  individual  concern,  a  number 
of  general  observations  are  made  on  trends  which  could  prove  inimical  to 
health  either,  now,  or  in  the  future. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  is  an  increase  in 
population  of'!90  according  to  the  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate 
of  24,020.  There  were  273  deaths,  an  increase  of  6  on  last  year's  figure. 

This  gives  a  standardised  rate  of  10.3  compared  with  the  national  figure  of 
11.6.  Female  deaths  exceeded  male  deaths  by  5.  Details  and  comments  on 
the  causes  of  death  are  given  in  Section  A.  The  total  number  of  live  births 
was  433,  an  increase  of  74  on  last  year  and  giving  a  standardised  rate  of 
18.7  compared  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales.  Illegitimate  births  were 
15,  one  more  than  in  1970.  There  were  2  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
one  occurring  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  were  reduced  from  326  last  year  to 
158  for  1971,  this  showed  a  decrease  of  168,  and  included  12  (19)*  cases 
of  whooping  cough.  4  (6)*  of  scarlet  fever,  6  (7)*  of  infective  hepatitis 
and  3  (7)*  of  food  poisoning.  46  (28)*  people  died  from  pneumonia,  11  (ll)* 
from  bronchitis  and  1  (-)*  from  tuberculosis.  There  were  1 3 1  (286)* 
cases  of  measles.  Measles  vaccination  increased  considerably  in  the 
country,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  from  henceforward,  with  the  availability 
of  vaccines  and  the  use  of  the  computer,  that  a  higher  percentage  of  children 
will  be  vaccinated.  While  at  present  the  incidence  of  infectious  illness 
remains  satisfactorily  low,  (apart  from  measles),  should  succeeding 
generations  of  parents  fail  to  respond  to  the  need  for  immunisation, 
recrudescence  of  infectious  illness  could  occur.  It  remains  vitally 
important  therefore  for  children  to  be  immunised  for  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  now  measles.  With  tuberculosis  vaccination 
in  the  early  teens.  Towards  the  end  of  1970,  Rubella  (German  Measles) 
vaccination  also  became  available  to  all  girls  between  the  ages  of  thirteen 
and  fourteen,  this  age  limit  has  now  been  lowered  to  include  eleven  and 
twelve  year  old  girls. 

♦the  figure  for  last  year. 


During  the  year  310  private  enterprise  houses  were  completed.  4 
council  houses  and  25  bungalows  were  under  construction.  Slum 
clearance  continued,  15  houses  being  demolished  in  1971. 

Sanitary  circumstances  were  satisfactorily  maintained.  Detailed 
design  work  continued  on  both  the  Hackleton,  Pidaington  and  Horton, 
and  the  Roade,  Ashton  and  Hartwell  sewage  disposal  schemes.  It  is 
anticipated  that  work  will  commence  on  the  former  in  Kay  1972  and 
provision  is  also  being  incorporated,  within  this  scheme,  to  receive 
sewage  from  the  village  of  Quinton.  Work  began  on  the  Bugbrooke 
and  Nether  Heyford  new  disposal  works  and  on  the  improvements  to  the 
Harpole  and  Kislingbury  disposal  plant.  It  is  hoped  that  Stage  1  of 
the  Bugbrooke  scheme  will  be  completed  by  July  1972. 

The  maintenance  of  high  standards  in  food  hygiene  control  continues 
to  form  an  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  health  department,  and 
technical  innovations  in  the  production,  manufacture  and  storage  of  food, 
a  more  mobile  population  resulting  in  increased  use  of  canteens  and 
restaurants,  place  further  pressures  on  staff.  Foreign  travel,  and 
the  importation  of  intestinal  infections,  particularly  in  food  handlers, 
now  presents  another  difficult  problem.  The  district  has  been  fortunate 
that  there  have  been  only  three  cases  of  food  borne  infection.  These 
have  been  described  in  detail  later  in  the  report.  Generaly  food  borne 
infection  remains  too  high,  and  constant  vigilance  is  needed  by  our 
inspectors  on  all  aspects  of  food  control.  However,  satisfactory  food 
hygiene  is  ultimately  always  dependent  on  the  individual  who  handles  the 
food.  The  need  for  adequate  training  and  subsequent  supervision  of 
employees  by  employers  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed.  The  public 
are  the  final  arbiters  and  should  always  be  on  the  alert  for  poor 
practice,  refusing  to  accept  low  standards.  Finally  all  primary  food 
hygiene  starts  in  the  home. 

Full  meat  inspection  was  maintained  in  the  district,  with  an  increase 
in  throughput  of  the  slaughterhouses.  During  the  year,  the  possibility 
of  entry  into  the  Common  Market  has  caused  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
to  press  for  an  improvement  in  standards  of  slaughterhouse  construction 
and  meat  hygiene  in  order  to  comply  with  E.E.C.  requirements. 

The  year  has  been  notable  for  the  publication  in  the  late  summer 
of  the  Consultative  Document  on  the  reorganisation  of  the  National  Health 
Service,  and  the  date  of  April  1974  was  fixed  both  for  its  implementation 
and  that  of  local  government.  There  has  been  much  uncertainty  coring 
the  year  as  to  the  future  of  the  organisation  of  the  environmental  health 
services  which  are  destined  to  remain  under  the  control  of  the  local 
authorities.  Former  statutory  responsibilities  will  be  relinquished  and 
the  title  of  medical  officer  of  health  will  cease.  Medical  staff  will 
transfer  to  the  National  Health  Service  and  it  is  assumed  that  medical 
advice  shall  be  received  from  community  physicians,  designated  as  advisors 
to  the  local  authority.  The  carefully  built  up  structure  evolved 


successfully  over  many  years  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  will, 
therefore,  cease  to  operate  from  April  1974.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
satisfactory  safeguards  will  be  maintained  in  the  reorganised  structure. 

The  medical  officer  of  health  has  the  duty  to  ascertain,  report  and 
advise  upon  all  aspects  affecting  the  health  of  the  community.  He  act3 
in  fact  as  "watchdog"  of  his  area,  and  has  the  further  function  of  advisor 
in  occupational  health  to  the  employees  of  his  authority.  The  need  for 
these  services  will  continue.  The  community  physician  a3  part  of  the 
National  Health  Service  will  be  well  placed  to  observe  and  report  on  all 
matters  relating  to  health  in  his  area,  while  his  position  as  advisor 
to  the  local  authority  can  continue,  and  could  prove  to  be  a  valuable 
link  with  the  health  services,  as  through  the  elected  representatives  a 
two  way  communication  with  the  public  can  be  maintained. 

While  the  achievements  in  the  environmental  field  of  the  last  half 
century  have  resulted  in  the  availability  of  pure  water,  clean  air, 
sewage  disposal,  refuse  collection,  adequate  housing,  schools  and  other 
institutions  as  well  as  control  of  infectious  disease,  it  is  ironic  that 
having  attained  this  secure  sanitary  environment  developments  during  the 
last  decade  may  now  threaten  it.  While  massive  changes  in  administrative 
control  are  now  envisaged,  it^ night  be  profitable  to  consider  those  factors 
which  the  new  administration  will  need  to  direct  their  attentions. 

In  the  first  instance  a  major  problem  is  that  of  population  control. 

For  many  years,  while  providing  a  National  Health  Service,  family  planning 
arrangements  have  been  fragmented  between  the  three  branches  of  the  service 
and  voluntary  organisations,  with  wide  disparities  in  the  degree  of 
provision.  The  extension  of  family  planning  and  abortion  legislation 
has  not  succeeded  in  standardising  services  throughout  the  country.  The 
need  is  paramount,  and  it  is  as  well  to  reflect  on  the  figures.  At 
present  there  are  300,000  excess  of  births  over  deaths  annually,  and  if 
the  demographic  projection  for  the  year  2,000  A.D.  is  correct  the  current 
figure  of  55  million  will  increase  to  66.5  million.  This  means  that  each 
year  there  will  be  a  population  increase  of  a  town  double  the  size  of 
Northampton,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  century  there  will  be  the  need  to 
establish  56  such  towns  in  population  terms.  It  is  estimated  that 
150,000  unwanted  children  are  born  annually;  we  know  that  the  genesis 
of  maladjustment,  delinquency  and  crime  lie  in  the  'early  years  of 
childhood,  and  one  can  assume  that  it  is  from  this  group  of  unwanted 
and  often  rejected  children  that  such  problems  arise. 

Inevitably,  if  population  is  not  checked,  those  factors  which  are 
already  causing  anxiety  will  be  increased,  and  pollution  of  air,  water, 
land  and  sea,  with  the  added  hazard  of  chemical  contamination,  will  ensue. 
The  resulting  overcrowding,  creating  traffic  congestion,  despoilation  of 
the  countryside  and  noise,  need  to  be  considered  for  their  ultimate 
combined  effects  on  mental  health. 

While  local  authorities  are  already  confronted  with  an  enhanced  problem 
of  dealing  with  the  pollutants  of  their  own  environment,  the  steady  demand 
for  an  increase  in  all  services  and  the  introduction  of  chemicals  resulting 
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in  new  toxic  wastes,  adds  further  to  disposal  problems.  The  recent 
dumping  of  cyanide  in  my  own  health  division  contributes  another  factor 
of  concern  as  the  demand  for  water  supplies  are  requiring  additional 
use  of  river  water  and  thus  to  re-cycling  of  water  through  water  supply 
and  sewage  disposal  systems. 

Factory  farming  methods  introduce  another  innovation  which  require 
monitoring:  noise,  a  hazard  to  health  hitherto  confined  to  specific 

entities,  is  now  becoming  a  universal  irritant  that  can  ultimately 
erode  mental  tranquility. 

While  this  report  relates  to  the  local  environmental  healih  it  would 
be  incomplete  without  some  reference  to  the  personal  health  of  the 
individuals  living  in  that  area.  Life  either  adapted  to  those 
surroundings  or  endangered  by  the  misuse  of  its  products  are  a  part  of 
that  ambience.  It  is  therefore  as  much  our  objective  to  observe  (and 
hope  to  prevent)  such  personal  habits  which  are  inimical  to  health,  as 
it  is  to  maintain  a  sanitary  environment. 

The  concept  of  the  welfare  state,  which  with  all  its  provisions  should 
result  in  a  lessening  demand  for  and  need  of  health  services,  has  proved  to 
be  a  chimera.  Much  has  indeed  been  achieved,  but  already  unanticipated 
results  are  evident.  These  are  mostly  related  to  the  individuals  choice 
of  his  way  of  life. 

While  diet  is  adequate  and  there  is  little  evidence  of  undernourishment 
malnutrition  still  exists  in  the  considerable  over  consumption  of 
carbohydrates,  with  resulting  tooth  decay  and  obesity.  While  the 
deleterious  effect  on  teetht  could  be  mitigated  by  the  addition  of  a 
harmless  modicum  of  fluoride  to  drinking  water,  clamant  pressures  by  a 
minority  have  succeeded  in  preventing  this,  while  Governments  have  been 
reluctant  to  legislate.  (in  our  county  the  two  major  health  authorities 
exchanged  their  decisions  of  dissent  and  assent  creating  a  further 
farcical  stalemate.) 

As  well  as  misuse  of  diet  and  alcohol,  there  is  no  lessening  of  the 
practice  of  cigarette  smoking.  I  write  annually  concerning  the  habit 
which  is  a  major  danger  to  health;  I  repeat  the  facts  without  hesitation. 
Cigarette  smoking  is  the  greatest  single  avoidable  cause  of  death  in  this 
country  at  the  present  time  with  a  probable  50,000  deaths  a  year  from 
lung  cancer,  chronic  bronchitis  and  heart  disease.  Success  in  the 
achievement  of  a  sanitary  environment  is  being  eroded  by  the  personal 
choice  of  individuals.  Few  can  now  claim  ignorance  of  its  ultimate 
effect  and  the  acceptance  of  this  health  hazard  is  a  voluntary  one; 
yet  a  national  campaign  was  mounted  by  the  majority  of  womens' 
organisations  to  promote  a  cytology  service  (to  prevent  cervical  cancer  - 
causing  less  than  3»000  deaths  a  year);  one  asks  why  such  organisations 
do  not  promote  campaigns  whose  objectives  are  directed  at  the  major  killer? 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  continue  relentlessly  to  press  for  the  need 
for  every  means  to  be  exerted  in  the  spreading  of  information  concerning 


the  effects  of  cigarette  smoking.  Does  smoking  start  by  emulation  of  an 
admired  elder  person?  I  believe  it  does,  and  parents,  teachers,  pop  stars, 
television  personalities,  footballers  and  perhaps  doctors  have  the 
responsibility  of  setting  an  example  to  young  people.  The  facts  and  the 
figures  relating  to  smoking  are  in  Section  A  of  the  report,  and  I  make 
no  excuse  for  my  annual  repetition  of  this  necessary  information. 

Though  the  harm  caused  by  cigarette  smoking  i3  now  obvious,  other 
factors  inimical  to  personal  health  are  not  so  apparent.  In  the  light 
of  present  knowledge  it  is  our  aim  to  consider  what  mortality  and 
morbidity  can  be  prevented.  Prevention  can  be  divided  into  three 
stages  and  in  each  decade  of  life  this  discipline  can  be  used.  Primary 
or  absolute,  as  for  example  in  the  immunisation  to  infectious  disease, 
secondary  in  the  early  detection  and  therefore  elimination  of  an  illness 
already  evident  as  in  early  cancer,  and  finally  tertiary,  the  amelioration 
of,  or  delay  in  deterioration  in  the  chronic  diseases  such  as  those 
affections  of  bones  and  joints  that  cause  so  much  long  term  suffering 
and  crippling,  and  finally  to  anticipate  the  needs  of  the  elderly 
early  and  prevent  breakdown. 

There  still  remains  a  heavy  toll  of  early  and  unnecessary  death, 
particularly  from  arterial  disease  resulting  in  coronary  thrombosis  and 
strokes;  from  accidents  in  the  home  and  on  the  road;  and  in  the  need 
to  detect  early  cancer.  Details  on  these  subjects  are  included  in 
Section  A  of  the  report.  Finally  research  into  the  causation  of 
disease  proceeds  concurrently,  and  for  this  adequate  resources  are 
required. 

In  the  field  of  mental  illness  while  many  material  anxieties  have 
been  removed  there  is  no  lessening  of  this  affliction.  Is  the  occurrence 
of  mental  illness  higher  or  lower  in  countries  where  individual  freedom 
is  curtailed,  where  life  has  to  be  endurea  rather  than  enjoyed?  «e  know 
that  during  the  war  there  was  little  neurotic  illness.  When  the  need 
for  agression,  for  discipline  even  endurance  is  removed,  there  would 
appear  to  be  no  lessening  of  mental  illness.  Instead  agression  appears 
in  the  form  of  car  accidents,  vandalism  and  crime,  lack  of  discipline 
in  sexual  promiscuity  (with  an  increase  in  venereal  disease)  and  drug 
taking,  and  perhaps  the  elimination  of  the  need  to  endure  hardship  in 
neurosis  and  depression.  The  etiology  of  mental  illness  is  a  perplexing 
one,  and  while  many  are  employed  in  endeavouring  to  alleviate  sickness 
already  established  few  are  yet  considering  its  primary  prevention. 

I  recollect  at  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  hearing 
the  view  that  full  provision  of  medical  care  together  with  advances  in 
techniques  would  soon  eliminate  the  need  for  that  branch  of  the  profession 
whose  practice  was  devoted  to  prevention.  It  would  appear  instead  that, 
though  the  objectives  may  change,  the  challenge  is  as  great  as  ever. 

On  a  personal  note,  I  had  the  honour  to  hold  office  as  Chairman  of 
the  Northampton  Division  of  the  British  Medical  Association;  was  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Oxford  Region  of  Public  Health  l-ledical  Officers  for  the 
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fourth  year,  and  represented  that  Region,  again  for  the  fourth  year, 
on  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association.  I 
was  also  again  appointed  to  the  Whitley  Council  Staff  Side. 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Merriman  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  his  staff  for  their  good  work  throughout  the  year,  and  for  their 
help  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

I  also  thank  the  Chairman,  Clerk  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  and  encouragement  and  accord  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  my  thanks  for  his  cooperation  at  all  times. 

I  remain  your  obedient  Servant, 

JOAN  M.  ST.  Y.  DAWKINS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  address  of  the  Public  Eealth  department  is:- 

Council  Offices, 

7  Cheyne  Walk, 

Northampton. 
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Telephone:  Northampton  31475 
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SUMMARY  0?  VITAL  STATISTICS  1971 


Area  (in  acres)  44,023 

Population  (uid-year  estimate  1971 )  24,020 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31.3.72)  -  according  R 
to  rate  book  ' 

Rateable  Value  (31. 12. 71 )  £801,424 

Product  of  Ip  rate  1 97 1 /l 972  (actual)  £7,923 

Northamptonshire  Area  ( 1 -4.71 )  approx,  acreage  573,000 


KALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

LOCAL 

AUTHORITY 

AREA 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATES.  ETC. 

Total 

225 

203 

433 

Livebirths  per  1,000  home 

i  q  on 

i  c  r\r\ 

Legitimate 

218 

200 

418 

population  (crude  rate) 

1  o#  uu 

Illegitimate 

7 

8 

15 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.04 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

18.70 

16.00 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted 

1  OO  • 

rate  to  national  rate 

i.i/ 

1  •  vJv 

Illegitimate  live  births 

•z  oo 

o  OO 

as  cJo  of  all  live  births 

j,  uu 

O*  U\J 

STILLBIRTHS 

STILLBIRTH  RATE 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

Stillbirths  per  1,000 

12.00 

total  live  &  stillbirths 

DEATHS  OP 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

INFANTS 

Deaths  under  1  year  per 

Under  1  year: 

1 

1 

2 

1 , 000  live  births 

5.00 

18.00 

Under  4  weeks: 

1 

— 

1 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 

Under  1  week: 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

o  OO 

1  9  OO 

1 , 000  live  births 

c.  •  UU 

1  c. «  UU 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

RATES 

Deaths  under  1  week  per 

o  oo 

i  n  oo 

1,000  total  live  births 

c. « 

DEATHS  - 

DEATH  RATES.  ETC. 

ALL  AGES 

134 

139 

273 

-  ALL  AGES 

Deaths  per  1 , 000  home 

11.60 

population  (crude  rate) 

11. 40 

Area  comparability  factor 

.90 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

10.30 

11.60 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted 

83 

1  OO 

rate  to  national  rate 
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• 

. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1971  AO  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

Estimated  Population 
of  Northampton  Rural 
District 

Births 

Deaths 

No. 

Rate 

Under  1  Year 

All 

Ages 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Crude 

Rate 

1952 

19,970 

302 

15.12 

9 

29.00 

187 

9.61 

1953 

20,240 

318 

15.70 

9 

28.30 

231 

11.30 

1954 

20,890  . 

329 

15.30 

6 

18.30 

274 

13.10 

1955 

21,930 

367 

16.70 

7 

21.90 

298 

13.60 

1956 

23,290 

435 

18.60 

8 

18.30 

293 

12.40 

1957 

24,400 

488 

20.00 

11 

22.60 

332 

13.60 

1958 

25,270 

514 

20.30 

15 

29.10 

296 

11.70 

1959 

26,180 

500 

19.10 

12 

24.00 

290 

11.10 

I960 

26,560 

476 

17.90 

12 

25.20 

3H 

11.80 

1961 

Census  27,420 

555 

20.20 

6 

10.80 

340 

12.40 

1962 

28,250 

557 

19.00 

10 

17.00 

331 

11.50 

1963 

29,540 

556 

18.80 

9 

25.60 

352 

11.90 

1964 

30,770 

651 

22.  00 

6 

23.00 

307 

10.00 

1965 

*19, 150 

419 

18.50 

3 

7.30 

304 

13.10 

1966 

20, 050 

354 

17.70 

3 

8.50 

237 

11.70 

1967 

20,730 

356 

17.20 

10 

28.00 

219 

10.60 

1968 

21,430 

376 

17.50 

6 

16.00 

263 

12.20 

1969 

+22,160 

380 

17.10 

8 

21.00 

283 

13.00 

1970 

23,030 

359 

15.60 

8 

22.00 

267 

11.60 

1971 

**  24,020 

433 

13.00 

2 

5.00 

_ _ t 

273 

11.40 

NOTE :  Population  figures  are  the  Registrar  General's  Mid-year  estimate. 

*  Revision  of  boundaries  under  the  Northampton  Order,  1964  whereby 
Veston  Favell,  Duston  and  parts  of  Eardingstone  and  Billing  parishes 
were  lost  to  the  District  as  from  1st  April,  1965. 

+  Revision  of  boundaries  under  the  Northamptonshire  and  Northampton 
(Boundaries)  Order,  1969,  whereby  part  of  Billing  parish  was  lost  to 
the  District  as  from  1st  April,  1969. 

**  Revision  of  boundaries  whereby  a  further  part  of  Billing  parish  was 
lost  to  the  District  as  from  1st  April,  1971. 
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C.'inr'Gs  of  i)o  v  th  at  different  Poriodr,  of  Life  Pur  in,?  1971  in  the  Rural  District  of  Northampton 
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SECTION  A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  District  is  largely  rural,  with  some  suburban  area  remaining 
round  the  town  of  Northampton.  The  main  industry  is  agriculture,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  large  engineering  works  in  Roade,  consists  of  a  number 
of  smaller  factories  of  various  types  including  some  in  the  leather  trade. 

There  is  considerable  housing  development  in  the  district.  A  large 
abattoir  and  storage  depot  is  situated  at  Hardingstone. 

POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  figure  of  the  estimated  population  at  mid¬ 
year  was  24,020,  showing  an  increase  ofc|90  on  the  figure  for  1970.  This 
figure  was  higher,  with  the  completion  of  more  houses,  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  majority  of  persons  occupying  these  new  houses  came  from 
outside  the  district.  The  increase  in  population,  i.e.  excess  of 

births  over  deaths,  was  160. 

BIRTHS 


The  number  of  births  was  433  showing  an  increase  of  74  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  and  giving  a  standardised  rate  of  18.7  (calculated  on 
the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor  1.04)  compared  with  16.0  for 
England  and  Wales,  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

STILLBIRTHS 

There  were  no  stillbirths  recorded  during  the  year,  compared  with 
4  in  1970. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

There  were  15  an  increase  of  1  on  the  previous  year. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No  death  was  recorded. 
INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  children  under  one  year  who  died  was  2,  compared  with 
8  in  1970.  One  death  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  This  gives 
a  rate  of  5.0  per  1,000  live  births  and  is  below  the  national  figure  of 

18.0. 

DEATHS 


There  were  273  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1971.  The  figure  for  last  yea 
was  267  and  the  corresponding  Crude  Death  Rates  are  11.4  and  11.6.  The 


-  13  - 


standardised  death  rate  was  10.3  compared  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

This  rate  is  calculated  from  the  Registrar  General' 3  comparability  factor 
for  the  district  which  is  0.90,  this  makes  an  allowance  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  and  is  adjusted  specifically 
to  take  into  account  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  in  the  area. 

Out  of  a  total  of  273  deaths,  63  died  before  the  age  of  65  and  a  further 
72  between  65  and  74,  making  a  total  of  135  before  the  age  of  75.  Of  these 
135  deaths,  81  were  males  and  54  females.  Premature  death  is  caused  mainly 
by  accidents,  arterial  disease  and  the  cancers.  In  the  district  there  were 
8  motor  vehicle  accidents  (5  males,  3  females),  4  of  them  before  the  age  of 
45.  Of  the  132  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  15  males 
and  4  females  died  before  the  age  of  65,  ard  18  males  and  23  females  between 
the  ages  of  65  and  74.  The  cancers  took  a  total  of  47  deaths,  31  of  these 
before  the  age  of  75.  11  males  and  1  female  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 

There  were  62„deaths  from  respiratory  diseases,  24  occurring  before  the  age 
of  *75. 

BEATHS  FROM  CAffCER 


Cancer  of  the  Lung 
Cigarette  Smoking 

The  recently  published  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on 
Smoking  and  Health  How,  states  that  premature  death  and  disabling  illness 
caused  by  cigarette  smoking  have  reached  epidemic  proportions  and  present 
the  most  challenging  of  all  opportunities  for  preventive  medicine  in  this 
country.  It  maintains  that  the  challenge  remains  unanswered  and  that  the 
Government  has  done  little  to  curb  smoking. 

The  fatal  effects  of  tobacco  smoking  are  almost  restricted  to 
cigarette  smokers  and  increase  with  the  amount  smoked.  Cigarette 
smokers  are  about  twice  as  likely  to  die  in  middle  age  as  are  non-smokers. 

It  is  said  that  50,000  deaths  a  year  can  be  attributed  to  cigarette  smoking, 
either  from  cancer  of  the  lung  (of  which  there  were  in  1971  30,746  deaths, 
25,137  males,  5,609  females),  chronic  bronchitis,  emphysema,  coronary  disease, 
cancer  of  mouth,  larynx  and  oesophagus  and  certain  other  cancers  which  are 
commoner  in  cigarette  smokers. 

In  spite  of  all  the  publicity,  and  few  smokers  indeed  must  now  not 
be  aware  of  the  harmful  effects  of  smoking,  the  only  group  of  individuals 
who  have  stopped  smoking  are  doctors,  and  only  one  third  of  doctors  smoked 
cigarettes  compared  with  two  thirds  of  other  men.  In  fact  among  women 
the  smoking  habit  has  increased. 

It  is  essential  that  those  who  already  smoke  must,  be  persuaded  to 
give  up,  but  the  greatest  challenge  is  to  succeed  in  convincing  young 
people  that  they  should  never  start  to  smoke,  and  the  need  for  doctors, 
teachers  and  others  who  have  contact  and  influence  with  children  to  set  an 
example  cannot  be  over-emphasised. 
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Many  other  measures  are  needed,  such  as  the  restriction  of  smoking  in 
public  places  and  at  work,  limitation  of  advertising  and  gift  and  coupon 
schemes,  the  printing  of  warning  notices  on  cigarette  packets  and  ever 
widening  publicity  of  the  dangers  on  the  mass  media. 

Those  who  already  smoko  need  special  advice  and  clinics  should  be 
established  to  assist  them.  They  should  be  advised  to  turn  to  the  less 
harmful  pipe  and  cigar.  To  smoke  few  cigarettes,  inhale  less,  to  smoke 
less  of  each  cigarette,  take  fewer  puffs  and  use  cigarettes  with  a  lower 
tar  and  nicotine  content. 

Other  Cancers 


The  causes  of  cancer,  apart  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  remain  still  to 
be  ascertained.  However  some  progress  is  being  made,  and  different  nethoas 
of  controlling  the  cancerous  diseases  have  greatly  increased  in  effectiveness 
in  recent  years.  Research  is  providing  information  which  will  help  in 
prevention,  in  early  detection  and  treatment.  New  techniques  for  detection 
including  mammography  and  xerography,  cytology  and  inmunodiagnosis  are  being 
used  and  further  improved,  while  chemotherapy  with  carcinostatic  drags  and 
hormones  and  perhaps  immunotherapy  in  the  future,-  may  all  prove  to  be  new 
and  effective  chemo-therapeutic  agents.  At  present  early  detection  and 
new  and  more  effective  treatment  have  restored  numerous  patients  to  lives 
of  good  quality  for  many  years. 

ARTERIAL  DISEASE 


The  incidence  of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  arteries,  particularly 
in  males,  is  increasing  in  all  cultivated  societies  of  the  world.  Its 
prevention  is  one  of  the  great  challenges  of  modern  medicine.  Ken  in  their 
prime  at  a  time  of  their  major  contribution  to  the  community  are  struck 
down  by  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes.  The  causes  are  multiple,  and,  as 
stated,  cigarette  smoking  is  probably  a  factor.  As  well  as  being  part  of 
the  process  of  ageing  hereditary  factors  are  invloved  in  some.  Women  are 
less  affected  until  after  the  menopause,  indicating  a  hormonal  protection. 

The  only  clear  evidence  is  that  the  incidence  is  lower  in  those  who  take 
regular  physical  exercise  and  who  are  not  obese.  This  salient  feature 
needs  emphasis,  as  it  is  easy  in  a  modern  industrialised  society  with  the 
majority  occupied  in  sedentary  occupations,  the  widespread  use  of  motor 
transport  and  television,  for  many  to  become  physically  inactive.  It  is 
wise  to  establish  a  way  of  life  soon  after  leaving  school  in  which  there  is 
regular  participation  in  physical  exercise  which  can  be  suitably  modified 
to  the  passing  years.  This  combined  with  some  moderation  in  the 
consumption  of  food,  may  help  to  prevent  the  early  onset  of  arterial  disease. 

ACCIDENTS 


The  yearly  toll  of  injury  and  death  from  road  accidents  mounts  steadily. 
In  an  overpopulated  island  with  congested  roads,  and  with  an  anticipated 
increase  of  numbers  of  vehicles  annually,  it  must  be  expected  inevitably  that 
this  death  rate  will  not  decline.  However  the  majority  of  deaths  (and 
injuries)  occur  in  males  in  the  age  group  19-24.  The  young  male  would  appear 
to  be  the  participant  and  may  be  the  cause  of  transgression  on  the  road.  It 
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would  suggest  that  there  is  a  field  for  action  in  the  education  of  this 
group  in  the  principles  of  road  safety,  which  could  start  at  school.  In 
1971  7»69o  were  killed  on  the  roads  as  compared  with  7» 500  in  1970. 

Deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home  are  also  continuing  at  a  rate  which 
is  far  too  high.  Elderly  people  are  by  far  the  most  frequent  victims  of 
fatal  home  accidents,  and  in  1970  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  people  who 
died  in  this  way  v:ere  aged  65  and  over.  Seventy-eight  per  cent  of  the 
deaths  in  this  particular  age-group  Mere  caused  by  falls.  Children  under 
five  years  old  accounted  for  over  10  per  cent  of  the  total. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1970  a  total  of  6,482  people  died  as  a 
result  of  accidents  in  and  around  the  home.  This  is  25  (or  0.4  per  cent) 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Further  analysis  indicates  that  although 
116  more  people  died  in  residential  institutions,  the  number  of  deaths  which 
occurred  in  private  homes  fell  by  141. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 
LABORATORY  SERVICE: 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  operating  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Northampton,  was  available  for  the  diagnosis  and  analysis  of  specimens  relative 
to  infectious  disease,  and  also  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  vaster 
samples,  and  was  free  of  cost  to  the  authority.  A  helpful  and  efficient 
service  is  provided,  and  we  thank  Nr.  Hoyle  for  his  constant  co-operation. 

AMBULANCE  SERYICE: 

Local  ambulances  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  are  used 
for  cases  occurring  in  the  area. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME,  MIDWIVES  AND  HEALTH  VISITOR  SERYICE: 

These  are  provided  directly  by  the  County  Council,  who  have  their 
nurses  living  in  various  parishes  in  the  district. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS: 

A  list  of  County  Council  Child  Welfare  clinis  held  in  this  area  is 
shown  below 


Cogenhoe  2nd  Monday  of  month. 

Yardley  Hastings  3rd  Monday  of  month. 


Harpole 
Wootton 
Harding stone 
Hackleton 
Roade 

Kislingbury 


1st  Friday  of  month  (mobile  caravan). 
1st  Thursday  of  month. 

3rd  Friday  of  month  (mobile  caravan). 
3rd  Thursday  of  month. 

4th  Thursday  of  month. 

4th  Friday  of  month. 


Collingtree  & 

Milton  Kalsor  2nd  Wednesday  of  month  (mobile  caravan). 


Transport  facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  various 
parishes  of  the  district  to  enable  mothers  and  children  to  attend  clinics 
at  a  nearby  centre. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION : 


The  following  hospitals  receive  patients  from  the  district 
Northampton  General  Hospital 


General  medical,  surgical,  orthopaedic,  paediatric,  maternity  and 
gynaecological  cases. 
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Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital 

Medical  and  orthopaedic  cases. 

Creaton  Hospital 

Chest,  gynaecological  and  surgical  cases. 

Dairtre  and  Fitsford  Hospitals 

Geriatric  cases. 

St.  Edmund’s  Eosrital 

Geriatric  and  radiotherapy  cases. 

Harborough  Road  Hospital 

Dermatology,  infectious  disease,  medical  and  paediatric  cases. 
Rushden  Hospital 

Chest  and  dermatology  cases. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED  -  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  Section  47, 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

Under  this  section  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the  removal,  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  needing  care  and  attention.  No  action 
was  necessary  under  this  Act,  this  year. 

SERVICES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

The  following  provide  services  for  old  people 

1 •  The  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services. 

2 .  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 

1.  District  Nurses 

2.  Health  Visitors 

3-  Chiropody  Services 
4.  Certain  home  equipment 

(b)  The  Social  Services  Department 

From  the  1st  April  1971  the  Social  Services  Department  was 
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established  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Authority  Social  Services  Act,  1970.  In  Northamptonshire 
the  department  was  formed  by  the  amalgamation  of  the  former 
Childrens'  and  Welfare  Departments,  together  with  several 
functions  which  were  previously  the  responsibility  of  the 
Eealth  Department,  including  certain  child  health  functions, 
care  of  the  handicapped,  and  Mental  Health  and  Home  Help 
sections. 

The  following  services  are  now  provided  for  the  elderly  by 
this  department 

1.  Home  Help  Service.  This  is  of  inestimable  value  in  the 
prevention  of  breakdown  in  the  aged,  and  many  are  able 
to  remain  in  their  own  homes  who  would  otherwise  have  to 
be  removed  to  institutions. 

2.  Residential  Accommodation. 

3.  Holidays  for  the  elderly. 

4.  Special  services  for  blind  and  deaf,  and  home  fittings 
where  necessary. 

3.  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 

Financial  help  where  necessary. 

4.  The  District  Council 


Homes  for  the  aged,  flats  and  in  some  cases  flatlets  with  harden 
supervision. 

i 

5.  Voluntary  Organisation 

These  are  many  and  services  vary  in  different  areas.  In  the 
Rural  District  old  peoples'  clubs  are  held  at  the  following  villages 

Brafield-on-the-Green,  Eugbrooke,  Castle  Ashby,  Cogenhoe,  Collingtree, 
Denton,  Great  Billing,  Great  Houghton,  Hackleton,  Eardingstone , 
Harpole,  Kislingbury,  Hilton  Kalsor,  Nether  Heyford,  Roade,  .v'ootton 
and  Yardley  Hastings. 
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SECTION  C 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADS  DURING 

1971  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

1. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936  &  1 96 i 

1 A 

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

35 

IB 

Disinfestations 

8 

Drainage 

1C 

Drains  reported  blocked 

4 

ID 

Other  drainage  visits 

Water  sample  submitted  for  analysis 

43 

IE 

Chemical 

Bacteriological : 

— 

IF 

Mains 

2 

1  G 

Springs 

— 

1H 

Swimming  pools 

14 

1J 

Water  supply  visits 

Visits  for  inspection  of:- 

1 

IK 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

1 

1L 

Housing  defects 

10 

1M 

Swimming  baths 

18 

IN 

Keeping  animals 

47 

10. 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

18 

IP 

Miscellaneous  nuisances 

Hi 

TOTAL 

2LS 

2. 

HOUSING  ACTS.  1957  &  1969 

2A 

Houses  inspected 

51 

2B 

Miscellaneous  visits 

111 

TOTAL 

362 

3. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

3A 

Mobile  shops 

15 

33 

Slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection 

1,492 

3C 

Knackers  yards 

— 

3D 

Food  Premises 

293 

3E 

Other  premises  to  which  section  16  applies  &  other 

food  visits  41 

Bacteriological  samples  taken:- 

3? 

Milk 

- 

6 

30 

Ice-cream 

23 

3H 

Other  foods 

1 

TOTAL 

1.876 

4. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  l96l 

4A 

Factories  with  power 

TOTAL 

4 

5. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

TOTAL 

147 

6. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

TOTAL 

63 

7. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT.  I960 

TOTAL 

54 

8. 

PETROLEUM  ( REGULATIONS )  ACTS,  1928  &  1936 

TOTAL 

226 

9. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS,  REGULATIONS  &  ORDERS 

TOTAL 

625 

GRAND  TOTAL : 

3  ■  672 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  summary  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  the 
previous  page  gives  some  indication  of  the  range  of  duties  undertaken 
by  the  Department  in  the  protection  of  the  health  of  members  of  the 
public  in  the  District,  whether  they  are  at  home,  at  work  or  at  leisure. 

In  Section  C  of  this  report  details  are  given  of  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  in  respect  of  the  following  groups  of  responsibilities. 

These  are  here  listed  in  sequence  as  far  as  possible,  in  accordance  with 
their  importance  for  the  community,  the  volume  of  duties  involved  and 
the  nature  of  the  commitment. 

Food  Control 
Heat  Inspection 
Housing 

Caravans  and  Camping 
Rodent  Control 
Offices  and  Factories 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Responsibilities 

Petroleum  Storage 

Street  Naming  and  Numbering 

Although  as  far  as  possible  the  work  in  respect  of  each  section  is 
planned  with  relevant  objectives  in  view,  in  the  event  the  year's  vrork 
varies  according  to  the  pattern  of  circumstances,  incidents  and  needs.  Thun 
a  thoroughly  flexible  service  is  provided  within  the  limitation  of  the  staff 
available. 

Emergency  incidents,  requiring  special  measures  to  be  taken  by  staff 
out  of  normal  hours,  occasionally  occur.  Generally  these  fall  into  four 
categories  as  follows:  -  food  inspection,  infectious  disease  enquiries, 
petroleum  hazards  and  various  complaints. 
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FOOD  CONTROL 


Food  Hygiene  an-:  Safety 

The  objective  is  at  all  times  to  ensure  the  safety  and  wholesomaness 
of  food  on  sale  throughout  the  District.  This  involves  constant  vigilance 
and  attention  to  detail  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Although  administrative  controls  by  registration  and  licensing  of  certain 
premises  assist  the  process,  the  repeated  visits  and  follow  up  action  at  all 
types  of  food  premises  contribute  most  to  the  primary  objective.  The 
guidance  and  health  education  of  shopkeepers  and  food  handling  staff  are 
essential  to  obtain  the  full  cooperation  of  all  involved. 

Regular  food  premises  surveys  were  made  and  a  summary  of  the  various 
types  of  establishments  in  the  District  is  on  page  23. 

The  Council  decided  to  participate  in  Meals-on-Wheels  schemes  at 
Roade  and  Hilton  Malsor  in  conjunction  with  the  Womens'  Royal  Voluntary 
Service  and  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council,  Social  Services  Department. 
Negotiations  in  this  connection  were  proceeding. 

During  the  course  of  visits  to  school  canteens,  discussions  with  the 
management  revealed  an  unsatisfactory  supplier  of  meat  on  a  contract 
arrangement  to  various  canteens.  The  matter  was  taken  up  at  once  by 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  with  the  County  Education  Department  and 
the  supplier  direct,  to  try  to  ensure  sound  supplies.  As  a  result  the 
unsatisfactory  supplier  was  replaced  by  a  satisfactory  contractor. 

One  butcher's  shop  in  the  District  also  sells  groceries,  greengroceries 
and  fruit.  The  need  for  particular  care  was  stressed  to  ensure  that  no 
form  of  contamination  should  occur. 

The  careful  scrutiny  of  new  plans,  proposed  alterations  and  improvements 
to  food  premises  was  made  and  on  follow  up  it  was  found  that  good  cooperation 
had  been  obtained,  and  subsequent  Council  action  was  therefore  minimal.  The 
assistance  of  a  local  brewery  was  sought  over  alterations  to  licensed 
premises.  Twenty-one  establishments  in  all  were  involved. 

As  far  as  time  permitted  a  survey  of  village  halls  where  food  was 
served  was  made,  with  a  view  to  securing  better  amenities  and  improved 
standards  of  hygiene. 

Later  in  the  year  an  approach  was  made  to  the  Council  by  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  behalf  of  the  Working  Party  on  Food  Hygiene. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  made  a  report  which  supplied  statistics 
and  considerable  information  regarding  the  methods  of  the  Department  in 
this  work. 
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Mobile  Food  Shore 


Mobile  Food  Shops  of  various  typos  serve  villages  in  the  District 
with  a  wide  range  of  products.  Work  has  been  carried  out  under  the 
appropriate  Regulations  to  try  to  ensure  that  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
and  conduct  is  maintained  in  the  course  of  these  activities,  which  operate 
under  all  types  of  weather  conditions.  In  particular  visits  wei'e  made  to  a 
Stock  Car  RacingCircuit  to  interview  occupiers  of  mobile  food  shops. 
Correspondence  ensued  and  contact  was  subsequently  maintained  with  the 
occupiers. 

Registers  are  kept  of  all  known  mobile  food  shops,  those  based  in  the 
District  and  those  plying  from  premises  outside  the  area.  Advice  is 
given  and  action  taken  as  necessary. 

Twelve  mobile  shops  are  based  in  the  District,  of  these  nine  are 
butchers,  one  is  a  grocer,  and  two  are  greengrocers. 

Food  Premises 


The  number  of  premises  in  which  food  was  prepared  and  sold  consisted 


of  the  following:- 

Bakehouses  1 

Butchers  14 

Cafes  and  Caterers  9 

Factory  Canteens  3 

School  Canteens  12 

Institutional  Canteens  1 

Clubs  6 

Confectioners  6 

Fishmongers  1 

Food  Factories  2 

Food  Warehouses  4 

Greengrocers  2 

Grocers  46 

Ice  Cream  Sales  Points  50 

Licensed  Premises  49 

Mobile  Shops  based  within  the  District  12 

Number  of  food  premises  visited  106 

Number  of  visits  made  to  food  premises  339 


Number  of  food  premises  where  contraventions 
were  found 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect 
of  contraventions  reported 
Number  of  premises  at  which  contraventions 
were  reported  as  remedied 
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Food  Complaint 3 


Six  complaints  about  food  purchased  in  the  District  were  received 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  three  were  the  subject  of  reports  to  the 
Committee,  two  involving  milk  and  one  chocolate.  Subsequently  warning 
letters  were  sent  to  the  firms  concerned  in  each  instance. 

The  other  complaints  were  in  respect  of  faulty  stock  rotation  of 
eggs  at  a  grocers,  and  a  complaint  of  an  insect  in  a  salad  at  a 
restaurant.  Warnings  were  issued  to  the  managements.  The  last  complaint 
involved  the  switching  of  labels  on  meat,  which  became  evident  as  a  result 
of  the  usual  detailed  investigations  conducted  after  the  receipt  of 
complaints. 

Ice-Cream 


There  were  50  premises  registered  for  the  retail  storage  and  sale 
of  ice-cream  in  the  District. 

Routine  sampling  of  the  products  is  carried  out  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

During  the  year  18  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  analysis.  All  the  samples  were  reported  to  be 
Grade  1,  except  one. 

In  addition  7  samples  were  taken  of  water  ice  (fruit  flavoured 
lolly),  these  were  reported  as  being  of  satisfactory  standard. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1953 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  during  the  year  was  25. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified.  Enquiries  were 
made  in  each  instance,  advice  given,  and  follow  up  action  taken  as 
appropriate.  These  cases  are  reported  on  in  detail  in  Section  D. 

Milk  Pasteurisation  at  Crown  Property 

The  Alfa  Laval  milk  pasteurisation  plant  in  use  at  St.  Crispin 
Hospital  Farm  Dairy  was  operated  satisfactorily.  A  large  refrigerated 
store  is  used  for  cold  storage  of  cartons  of  milk  prior  to  distribution 
to  the  hospital  community. 

Milk  sampling  routine  was  continued  by  the  Department  at  the  renewed 
request  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  Five  samples  of 
milk  from  the  premises  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  the  Phosphatase  Test.  All  were  reported  as 
satisfactory. 
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Milk  Regulations 


Under  the  i-iilk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1965  twenty-four 
retailers  of  pasteurised  milk  are  licensed  in  the  District. 

Regular  milk  sampling  of  untreated  milk  is  conducted  by  the 
Weights  and  Measures  department  of  the  County  Council,  who  have  kindly 
agreed  to  cooperate  with  public  health  departments  in  the  county.  Results 
of  any  test  which  is  not  satisfactory  are  immediately  reported  and  suitable 
action  is  taken.  This  has  been  of  great  assistance,  and  our  thanks 
for  this  helpful  service  are  accorded  to  the  heights  and  Measures 
department.  It  is  particularly  useful  in  relation  to  Brucella  infection. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  LICENSING; 


Work  continued  at  the  six  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  and  was 
controlled,  where  necessary,  in  the  course  of  frequent  visits  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Hardingstone  is  a  large  factory  abattoir  with 
attached  depot  and  these  premises  account  for  over  ninety  per  cent  of 
the  throughput  of  food  animals  processed  in  the  area.  Pro n  April  onwards 
a  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
accompanied  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  during  monthly  visits  to  this 
large  privately  owned  abattoir  from  which  meat  produced  is  distributed  to 
over  a  hundred  shops  and  depots.  The  purposes  of  these  monthly  visits 
were  for  the  supervision  of  the  welfare  of  living  animals  in  the  lairages 
and  the  maintenance  of  sound  hygienic  standards.  Any  matters  that 
resulted  from  these  joint  visits  were  discussed  with  the  Management  of 
the  firm  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

Inherent  difficulties  were  experienced  at  the  abattoir  where  many 
alterations  and  extensions  have  taken  place  over  the  years  since  the 
decontrol  of  meat  supplies  in  1954,  to  enable  a  large  throughput  of  food 
animals  in  premises  which  are  limited  in  area.  Particular  problems 
of  smell  and  noise  have  arisen  from  the  close  proximity  of  residential 
property  and  there  are  also  other  problems  including  the  difficulty  of  vehicular 
access  from  a  narrow  road.  However,  various  alterations  and  minor  improvements 
were  undertaken  during  the  year.  Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  on  a  day  to  day  basis,  to  raise  the  individual  and  overall 
standard  of  clean  and  safe  food  production,  storage  and  distribution  from 
the  premises. 

Country  butchers'  businesses  in  the  villages  of  Eislingbury,  Bugbrooke, 
Nether  Eeyford,  Little  Houghton  and  Hackleton  xaave  small  slaughterhouses 
attached  in  each  case,  and  these  receive  frequent  visits  for  the  purposes 
of  meat  inspection.  These  licensed  s laugh  ter houses  also  receive  one 
visit  annually  from  a  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  accompanied  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
when  controls  are  discussed  and  The  proprietor  interviewed. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  was  an  increase  of  over  3,000  head  of  animals  (5/-)  inspected 
in  the  District.  This  year  the  large  meat  wholesaler  in  the  area  tended 
to  slaughter  selected  young  cows  for  use  in  manufactured  products.  An 
increase  of  4-68  (140J-)  cows  were  slaughtered. 

One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  achieved  and  the  previous 
year's  high  standard  was  maintained. 

Nearly  4-5  tons  of  unsound  food  was  condemned,  showing  an  increase  of 
almost  9  tons.  Home  killed  offal  accounted  for  the  majority  of  this 
amount  (43  tons). 

The  increase  in  the  slaughter  of  the  older  beef  animal  can  to  some 
extent  account  for  the  rise,  but  the  main  cause  was  the  number  of  pigs 
affected  by  a  severe  intestinal  condition  caused  by  the  round  worm, 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides.  This  resulted  in  the  condemnation  of  a  high 
proportion  of  offal  over  a  two  to  three  month  period.  The  number  of 
pigs  affected  by  disease  rose  by  over  3,500  (50£>),  while  the  total 
number  kiled  was  2,350  (8.5p).  rfhole  carcases  condemned  numbered  34, 
compared  with  33  the  previous  year.  These  were  mainly  pig  carcases  (28). 
The  most  common  cause  of  condemnation  was  pyaemia.  This  was  invariably 
associated  with  evidence  of  tail  biting.  Pigs  so  affected  cane  from 
intensive  rearing  establishments  where  it  is  generally  thought  that 
tail  biting  occurs  through  boredom. 

Animal  Offals  from  the  Abattoir 


Constant  vigilance  was  exercised  during  the  year  to  ensure  the 
careful  and  expeditious  removal  of  offals  from  the  abattoir  and  also 
of  the  five  small  slaughterhouses. 

A  certificate  was  issued  in  respect  of  certain  animal  offals  from 
the  abattoir,  for  export  to  continental  countries. 

Meat  Inspection  Charges 

In  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1971, 
the  Council  resolved  that  the  mamcimum  charges  for  this  service  be  adopted. 


S 
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The  accompanying  statistics  show  the  comparative  figures  of  throughput 
of  animals  at  the  slaughterhouses  for  the  last  ten  years,  meat  and  offal 
condemned,  food  surrendered  and  commentaries  on  some  of  the  diseases  of 
animals  encountered  at  these  premises  during  1971. 

Year  Annual  Throughput  Percentage  increase  or 

decrease  over  previous 
'  year 


1962 

66,303 

3 . 5  increase 

1963 

61,905 

6.6  decrease 

1964 

68,932 

11.4  increase 

1965 

64,026 

7.1  decrease 

1966 

61,936 

3-3  decrease 

1967 

63,787 

2 . 9  increase 

1968 

> 

62,631 

1 .8  decrease 

1969 

57,229 

8.6  decrease 

1970 

61,260 

7.0  increase 

1971 

64,328 

5.0  increase 

Reasons  for  Complete  Condemnations 

for  Year 


14 

pigs 

Pyaemia 

2 

pigs 

Emaciation 

1 

sow 

Septic  Metritis 

1 

Pis 

Septic  Pericarditis 

1 

Pig 

Septic  Arthritis 

1 

Pig 

Septicaemia 

2 

lambs 

•  Extensive  Bruising 

1 

lamb 

Emaciation 

8  pigs  and  3  lambs  vrere  found  to  be  dead  in  the  lairage. 


Meat  In3t0c.ti.Qn 


CARCASES  INSPECTED 

AND  CONDEMNED 

CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed 

7,215 

513 

386 

26,208 

30,006 

Number  Not  inspected 

/ 

— 

— 

- 

— 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

6 

28 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
„or  organ  was  condemned 

2,129 

244 

3 

925 

9,590 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

* 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

153 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 

4 

— 

- 

— 

— 

condemned 

PNSOIJND  POOD  SURRENDERED  OR  CONDEMNED 


neat 


(a) 

slaught  erh  own  e  s 

(i) 

carcase 

meat 

(ii) 

offal 

(b) 

wholesale 

(i) 

carcase 

premises 

meat 

(ii) 

offal 

(c) 

retail  shops 

(i) 

carcase 

meat 

(ii) 

offal 

Cooked  Meats 

Tinned  Goods 

Frozen  foods  due  to 

cabinet 

breakdown 

Tons, 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

Tons, 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

3 

11 

107 

i  • 

45 

16 

110 

40 

5 

3 

- 

3 

28 

a. 

5 

J  5 

: 

1 

99 

- 

- 

- 

29 

\ 

— 

3 

80 

8 

50 

Total 

44 

14 

60 
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Slaughter  of  Poultry 


During  the  year  there  was  only  one  poultry  processing  premises 
in  operation.  This  was  situated  at  the  western  eztremity  of  the  District 
and  early  in  the  year  commenced  work  for  the  first  time.  The  premises 
did  not  require  planning  permission.  As  soon  as  the  Public  Health 
Department  became  aware  of  this  poultry  slaughtering  premise  the 
consideration  of  safe  food  production  was  broached  with  the  proprietor, 
with  the  aim  of  securing  thoroughly  satisfactory  conditions  and  procedures. 

The  total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  was  2,520, 
consisting  of  2,500  ducks,  120  chickens  and  100  geese.  A  number  of 
visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  secure  improved 
conditions.  Poultry  processing  ceased  before  the  close  of  the  year 
when  the  proprietor  was  confronted  with  the  need  to  register  the  premises 
and  to  modify  and  improve  various  procedures.  Poultry  was  subsequently 
bought  in  a  dressed  state  from  a  supplier  and  was  then  stored  on  the 
premises  in  the  District  for  sale  under  thoroughly  satisfactory  conditions. 

Game  Act.  1831 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  assist  in  the  prevention  of  poaching. 
During  the  year  six  premises  were  approved  for  Game  Dealers'  Licences 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  game. 
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HOUSING 


Overall  improvement  of  the  quality  of  houses  in  tho  District 
countinues  to  be  the  main  purpose  of  tho  Department.  Although  the 
Council's  Architect  is  concerned  Kith  dealing  with  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants  and  Standard  Grants,  he  receives  the  cooperation 
of  the  Department  in  respect  of  fitness  of  individual  houses.  In 
addition  much  informal  improvement  of  housing  was  made  during  the 
year. 


The  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  increased.  Proposals  for 
the  reconstruction  of  three  unfit  houses  were  accepted  by  the  Council 
as  the  value  of  properties  was  seen  to  be  increasing.  Progress  was 
achieved  in  reducing  the  existing  register  of  unfit  dwellings  by 
demolition,  closing  order  or  upgrading.  (See  table  on  page  32). 

Complaints  arising  in  respect  of  housing  defects  and  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  dealt  with  as  they  arose.  They  were  in  fact  very  few  in 
number  and  no  complaint  was  received  in  relation  to  overcrowding. 

Further  Parish  surveys  of  older  properties  were  undertaken  to  ascertain 
their  condition,  and  in  those  requiring  improvement  the  owners  were 
approached.  In  addition  detailed  house  inspections  were  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  and  the  necessary  action  instituted  and  advice 

given. 

Due  to  the  proximity  of  Northampton,  and  with  the  increasing 
opportunities  for  employment  there,  the  demand  for  good  standard  housing 
accommodation  is  steadily  rising  in  many  parts  of  the  District.  The 
numbers  of  new  owners  interested  in  improving  older  houses  is  increasing 
and  these  people  are  supplied  with  information  and  advice  about  the 
improvement  grants  available. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  the  housing  standard  in  the  District 
is  steadily  improving,  though  there  remain  instances  of  people  living 
in  substandard  housing  and  some  in  unfit  houses.  As  a  result  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  prepared  and  circulated  at  regular  intervals,  a 
list  of  families  living  in  unfit  houses,  from  which  urgent  re-housing 
was  strongly  urged. 

Effective  liaison  was  maintained  with  other  Departments  and  Agencies 
to  assist,  where  possible,  those  with  special  needs  and  also  problem 
families. 

It  is  generally  considered  that  caravans  as  used  for  all  the  year 
round  purposes,  afford  only  substandard  accommodation  and  that  their  use 
is  to  be  discouraged. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957 


A  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  a3  follows 


Number  of  houses 

made  fit 

4 

(4) 

Number  of  houses 

demolished 

15 

(4) 

Number  of  houses 

closed 

7 

(8) 

Number  of  houses  on  which 
for  reconstruction  were 

proposals 

accepted 

3 

(3) 

Number  of  houses 
proposals  were 

on  which 
accepted 

other 

— 

(1) 

Number  of  houses  on  which 
orders  were  made 

closing 

- 

(3) 

Number  of  houses 
commenced 

on  which 

action  was 

2 

(6) 

Number  of  houses  on  vrhich 
orders  were  made 

demolition 

(5) 

1970  figures  in  brackets 
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CARAT  AN  S  AND  CAMPING 


Caravan  and  Cam  pin?:  Control 

Sites  in  the  District  are  licensed  by  the  Council  subject  to  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  '.then  applications  are 
approved  the  applicant  must  adhere  to  the  Council's  Regulations  for 
Canping  Sites  which  are  based  on  the  Model  Code.  All  occupiers  were 
reminded  verbally  and  by  letter  of  the  need  for  care  in  provision  of 
fire  appliances.  Guidance  was  given  to  occupiers  as  necessary.  Ho 
complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  caravan  sites. 

Due  to  the  transfer  to  Northampton  County  Borough  of  land  in 
Billing  parish  during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  licensed  sites  and 
caravans  was  greatly  reduced.  There  are  now  no  licensed  tented 
camping  sites  in  the  District. 

A  long  standing  contravention  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act,  I960  was  again  reported  to  Committee.  The  County 
Council  was  requested  to  proceed  with  the  issue  of  an  Enforcement  Notice 
under  the  Town  and  Couitry  Planning  Acts  and  subsequent  legal  proceedings 
to  obtain  the  removal  of  the  caravan  from  the  site.  The  site  owner 
appealed  against  the  Enforcement  Notice  of  the  County  Council  and  the 
appeal  was  refused. 

A.  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960 

PRIVATELY  O'./HED  SITES 

Residential  Holiday 

1.  Number  of  site  licences  operating  as  at 

31st  December  1971 :  (a)  Individual  10  - 

(b)  Multiple  (more  than  3)  1  2 

2.  Total  number  of  caravans  22  83 

3.  Number  of  prosecutions  Section  1 

(i.e.  unauthorised  sites) 

4.  Number  of  contraventions  Section  9 

(i.e.  breaches  of  licence  conditions) 

5.  Number  of  contraventions  remedied  -  - 

B.  Tented  Camping  Sites  NIL 


-  33  - 


• ,r 


Gypsies  and  Other  Itinerants 


Problems  concerning  these  itinerants  continue  in  different  parts 
of  the  District,  particularly  as  it  is  in  the  line  of  a  much  used 
traditional  route.  The  location  and  setting  up  of  one  or  more  special 
sites  in  the  County  has  been  under  consideration  but  as  yet  no  action  has 
been  taken.  The  provision  of  sites  in  this  connection  is  much  needed 
and  would  help  to  solve  the  problems  of  complaints  concerning  accumulations 
of  litter  and  other  matters. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  surveying  of  farms,  smallholdings  and  similar  premises  va3 
once  again  undertaken  during  the  year.  While  a  great  majority  of 
farmers  carry  out  their  own  treatment,  the  help  and  advice  of  the 
Department  was  sought  in  connection  with  major  problems,  and  these 
were  successfully  completed  on  a  re-chargeable  basis. 

Despite  an  increase  of  3/=  in  the  total  number  of  premises  in  the 
District,  the  number  of  Rodent  Infestations  decreased  by  over  10^.  The 
increased  awareness,  due  to  the  Rat  Campaign,  of  the  economic  losses 
sustained  by  properties  so  infested,  caused  the  occupiers  to  be  more 
diligent  in  their  control  measures. 

The  reduction  of  the  rat  population  has  been  attained  mainly  as  a 
result  of  cooperation  between  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  and  Northampton 
Corporation  staff,  in  the  joint  Northampton  Periphery  Control  Scheme. 

The  number  of  sewers  to  be  infested  during  the  year  were  few,  except 
in  Denton,  where  a  special  problem  existed  and  considerable  baiting  was 
needed  before  clearance  was  effected. 

Warfarin  resistant  mice  continued  to  pose  problems  for  this  authority, 
as  it  has  done  throughout  the  country.  Traditional  methods  of  trapping 
were  used  effectively  in  certain  cases  where  conditions  were  unsuitable 
for  the  use  of  other  anti-coagulant  or  direct  poisons. 

Poisons  and  bases  in  use  in  this  authority  were  are  follows 


Poisons 


Bases 


Water  Warfarin 
Warfarin  No.  5 
Zinc  Phosphide 
Couraatetralyl 
Chlorophacinone 


Kedium  Oatmeal 
Wholewheat 


During  the  year  two  meetings  of  the  Northampton  Brixworth  District 
Committee  were  held.  Progress  on  various  schemes  of  cooperation  was 
discussed  and  views  were  exchanged  on  difficulties  that  arose.  These 
meetings  were  found  to  be  a  generally  useful  and  helpful  point  of  contact 
between  neighbouring  authorites. 


-  35  - 


Annual  Report  on  Rata  and  Mice 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAR  SEWERS 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

Type  of  Property 

Non 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

8,837  295 

2.  {&)a2otal  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

205 

14 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

154 

14 

(ii)  Mice 

31 

— 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

24 

167 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

16 

IS 

(ii)  Mice 

7 

1 

Disinfestation:  Wasp3 

In  the  event  of  requests  for  wasp  nest  destruction  being  received 
this  difficult  disinfestation  service  is  undertaken  on  payment  of  £1 
in  advance  in  each  instance.  Treatment  varies  according  to  the 
location  of  the  nest.  This  service  is  much  appreciated.  Inside 
infestations were  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  Fybuthrin  in  aerosol  canisters. 
For  certain  outside  infestations  Cymag  powder  and  carbontetrachloride 
were  used. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1965 


The  purposes  of  the  Act  as  far  as  this  Council’s  responsibilities 
are  concerned  is  to  ensure  that  there  shall  be  a  healthy  and  safe 
working  environment  for  persons  employed  in  offices  and  shops  in  the 
District.  One  accident  was  reported  during  the  year  and  this  was 
of  a  minor  nature.  A  complete  survey  was  made  of  all  relevant 
properties  a  summary  of  which  appears  below. 


Registrations  &  General  Inspections 

Employment 

Class  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during 
1971 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  the  end 
of  1971 

Registered 
premises 
receiving 
a  general 
inspection 
during 
1971 

Persons 

employed 

during 

1971 

Offices 

1 

10 

3 

98 

Retail  Shops 

7 

30 

25 

85 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

— 

2 

1 

71 

Catering 
Establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

3 

8 

8 

89 

Fuel  Storage 

Depots 

— 

5 

5 

29 

Totals 

11 

55 

42 

372 

Total  Hales  172 

Total  Females  200 


Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by 
Inspectors  to  Registered  premises  under 

the  Act.  I47 

No  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  offices  during 
the  year. 

Mr.  K.C.  Potts  was  appointed  by  the  Council  as  an  officer  under 
the  Act.  There  are  now  three  members  of  the  staff  so  appointed. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of  factories 
in  the  District.  One  outworker,  residing  in  the  area,  was  notified. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  various  types  of  factories,  mainly  in 
connection  with  visits  for  other  reasons.  In  this  way  a  general 
supervision  was  maintained  although  in  numerous  cases  specific  work 
was  carried  out  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 


Number 

Number  of 

* 

Premises 

(D 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  sections 

1 , 2 , 5 ,  4  and  6 
are  to  be 

10 

enforced  by 

Local 

Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 
in  which 

50 

4 

1 

Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which 

Secion  7  is 

enforced  by 

the  Local 

Authority 

(excluding 

out-workers' 

premises) 

10 

— 

— 

- 

Total 

70 

4 

1 

— 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Mid-Northamptonshire  Yfater  Board  supply  water  to  all  parishes 
in  the  District.  No  wells  are  used  at  present  by  the  Board  for  their 
supplies.  Over  ninety  per  cent  of  houses  are  on  mains  water  and  there 
are  few  stand  pipes  in  the  area. 


There  are  generally  adequate  supplies  of  pure  and  wholesome  water 
available,  treated  by  chlorination.  The  water  is  moderately  hard  in 
character  and  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of  iron,  metals  are  absent. 

As  yet  no  action  has  been  taken  to  add  fluoride  to  the  water  which 
contains  a  trace  of  natural  fluoride  varying  between  0.2  and  0.3  mg/ 1 . 
The  water  is  not  plumbosolvent. 

Report  on  Examination  of  Water  Samples  Carried  out  by  the  Board 


Source  of 
Sample 


Chemical  Examination: 


Appearance 
Taste/Odour 
Colour.  °Hazen 
Turbidity 
pH 

Electrical 
conductivity,  umhos 
Suspended  Solids 
Total  dissolved  solids 
Total  hardness  (CaCO^) 
Temporary  hardness  (CaCO^) 
Chloride  (Cl ) 

Sulphate  (sO^) 

Permanganate  Value  (4  hrs.) 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (if) 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (n) 
Nitrate  (n) 

Nitrite  (n) 

Iron  (Fe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Residual  Chlorine  (CI2) 
Aluminium  (A1 ) 

Heavy  metals 
Fluoride  (f) 

Bacteriological  Examination: 


Probdle  No.  per  100  ml. 
Coliform  bacilli 
E.  coli 


PITSFORD 

GRAFHAK 

WATER 

RAVENSTHORPE 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear 

Satisfactory 

None 

None 

None 

5 

Less  than  5 

6 

Nil 

0.18 

Less  than  1 « 0 

8.0 

7.7 

8.2 

493 

810 

380 

Nil 

Nil 

355 

- 

270 

174 

220 

185 

103 

122 

105 

34 

55 

20 

120 

174 

— 

1.5 

0.8 

0.80 

0.00 

Trace 

0.00 

0.12 

0.20 

0.09 

4.3 

3.1 

4.3 

Absent 

Nil 

Absent 

Less  than  0. 04 

Less  than  0.04 

Absent 

Absent 

Nil 

Absent 

0.8 

0.18 

0.5 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

0.20 

0.30 

0.14 

(results  in 

mg/ 1  except  where  stated 

otherwise) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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One  sample  was  taken  by  the  xublic  nealth  Department  from  a  property 
which  was  not  on  the  main  Board  supply.  During  the  year  five  samples 
were  taken  from  main  w ater  supplies  in  various  parishes,  all  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  ihere  were  no  samples  taken  by  xhe  Department  for 
chemical  analysis. 

i'he  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  and  population 
in  each  parish  supplied  with  mains  water  direct  to  house,  or  by  standpipes. 


Ho.  of  Houses  with 

ho.  of  Population  served  with 

PahlSH 

water:- 

water 

Direct 

From 

Direct  to 

From 

to  house 

Standpipe 

House 

Standpipe 

Ashton 

127 

— 

393 

Billing 

425 

— 

1  >243 

— 

Bratield 

b?7 

— 

638 

— 

Bugbrooke 

557 

— 

1 , 623 

— 

Castle  Ashby 

66 

— 

163 

— 

Cogenhoe 

443 

— 

1,250 

- 

Courteenhall 

44 

— 

107 

— 

Collingtree 

152 

— 

443 

— 

Denton 

2bi 

2 

6  >‘4 

Hackleton  ) 
Horton  ) 

362 

— 

1.075 

— 

Piddington  ) 

Preston  ueanery; 

224 

— 

495 

— 

Harding stone 

714 

— 

*,967 

— 

Harpole 

563 

- 

1,603 

— 

Hartwell 

44 1 

— 

1,211 

— 

rieyford,  Hether 

5i  * 

— 

1,239 

— 

Heyford,  Upper 

27 

— 

77 

- 

Houghton,  Great 

154 

— 

448 

— 

Houghton,  Little 

149 

— 

41  3 

- 

Ais lingbury 

38b 

\ 

1,1,03 

1 

Wilton  Lalsor 

275 

— 

793 

— 

Quinton 

72 

— 

<08 

— 

Hoade 

868 

— 

2,47b 

— 

wothersthorpe 

119 

- 

354 

— 

Upton 

26 

- 

1,209  ** 

- 

Wootton 

597 

— 

1,796 

— 

Yardley  Hastings 

283 

- 

748 

- 

8,073 

3 

0,979 

1 

+ _ 1 

+  40  pop. 

supplied  from 

24,  cl  9 
+  1 

wells 

Total 

8.07b 

24.020 

^Houses  vacant. 

Inc! 

Ludes  mental 

Hospital  Patients. 
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SWIMMING  POOL 


Roade  Secondary  School  Pool 


The  amenities  of  this  excellent  indoor  heated  swimming  pool  are 
enjoyed  by  Roade  schools  and  other  neighbouring  schools  in  addition. 

Colour  comparator  test  readings  were  taken  regularly  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector.  Luring  school  terms  eleven  samples  of  water  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  the  Summer  holidays  extensive 
alterations  and  improvements  to  the  water  filtration  system  of  the 
swimming  baths  were  effected. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT 


The  primary  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  safeguard  the  welfare  of  animals 
boarded.  Frequent  visits  revealed  a  generally  satisfactoiy  condition  at 
these  premises  and  the  staff  to  be  careful  and  conscientious.  At  one 
of  the  establishments  increased  accommodation  for  cats  was  approved. 

Six  premises  were  licensed  and  in  use  as  animal  boarding  establishments 
for  dogs  and  cats.  There  was  a  variation  in  the  amount  the  premises  were 
used,  mostly  corresponding  with  seasonal  holidays.  Some  premises  v:  are 
large  others  are  on  quite  a  small  scale.  No  complaints  about  these 
premises  were  received.  They  were  also  visited  for  rodent  control 
purposes  and  advice  was  given  regarding  fire  precautions  to  be  taken. 

A  Code  of  Practice  was  circulated  to  all  concerned  as  a  guide  for 
the  conduct  of  such  establishments.  This  proved  to  be  of  considerable 
help  to  the  proprietors,  in  the  running  of  their  premises. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACTS 


Contraventions  at  two  premises  were  reported  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  after  repeated  complaints  there  had  been  fully  investigated. 
The  Council  resolved  that  legal  proceedings  should  be  instituted  against 
the  offender  in  one  instance  and  that  a.  warning  letter  should  be  sent  in 
the  second  case.  In  due  course  the  first  case  was  heard  in  the 
Magistrate's  Court  and  a  conviction  and  fine  were  secured  which  had 
a  deterrent  effect  and  resolved  the  matter. 
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INTENSIVE  LIVESTOCK  HUSBANDRY 


Poultry  Fannin/? 

The  cooperation  of  the  Planning  Authority  has  been  sought  from  time 
to  time  concerning  the  adequate  separation  of  new  housing  estates  from 
established  fanning  installations. 

Early  in  the  autumn  a  series  of  complaints  of  flies  were  received 
from  a  new  housing  estate  not  far  from  a  large  poultry  farm.  The  latest 
advice  was  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  the  effective 
control  of  fly  infestations  in  factory  farms.  The  farmer  in  due  course 
took  full  measures  to  cooperate  in  minimising  the  problem. 


CONTROL  OP  NUISANCES 


■faring  the  year  complaints  under  this  heading  numbered  thirty-one. 
These  varied  in  degree  from  the  serious  to  the  negligible.  Each,  complaint 
was  followed  up  fully  and  appropriate  action  was  taken.  It  was  possible 
to  deal  effectively  with  these  difficulties  without  the  need  for  recourse 
to  Statutory  Notices. 

Subjects  giving  rise  to  complaint  were  as  follows 

Housing  defects 
Lack  of  cleanliness 
Diesel  oil  leakage 
Defective  drainage 
Choked  drains 
Nuisance  from  bonfires 
Flies  infestation 
Ants  infestation 
Fleas  infestation 
Streams  in  need  of  cleaning 
The  keeping  of  pigs 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  REPORT 


In  the  Spring  a  questionnaire  on  the  whole  range  of  duties  and 
responsibilities  was  received  from  the  Association  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Replies  were  sent  to  aid  in  compiling  the  Annual  Report 
upon  Environmental  Health,  the  only  report  of  its  kind  available.  Work 
for  this  purpose  sychronised  with  the  compiling  of  records  for  this  Annual 
Report. 
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WATER  SAFETY  -  1,  ,ARN  TO  SWIM  CAMPAIGN 


In  the  early  summer  a  circulro*  letter,  literature  and  posters  were 
sent  to  the  twenty  schools,  (18  County  Council  and  2  private)  in  the 
district  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  assistance  of  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  and  of  the  Royal  Life  Savins 
Society  is  acknowledged. 

Luring  August  the  National  Rally  of  the  Inland  Waterways  Association 
was  held  in  Northampton.  A  large  number  of  varied  craft,  from  many  parts 
of  the  country  assembled  on  the  local  river  and  canals.  Prior  to  the 
occasion  the  Department  contacted  the  organisers  and  requested  their 
assistance  in  the  prevention  of  drowning  accidents.  Posters  and 
pamphlets  were  supplied  free  and  full  cooperation  achieved. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Council  supports  the  Health  Education  Council,  and  receive 
their  literature  and  pamphlets,  which  assist  in  Health  Education  programmes 
organised  in  the  District. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT.  1964 

A  register  of  scrap  metal  dealers  is  kept.  Periodically  a  copy 
of  the  Register  is  supplied  to  the  Chief  Constable,  Northampton  and 
County  Constabulary.  During  the  year  the  premises  of  five  scrap  metal 
dealers  were  registered  and  visited. 


FIRE  PRECAUTIONS  AT  HIGH  BUILDINGS 


Section  60  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  provides  for  adequate 
means  of  escape  from  fire  in  the  case  of  certain  high  buildings.  Under 
this  Section  visits  were  made  to  two  private  boarding  schools  in  conjunction 
with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer,  and  advice  was  given  in  each  instance. 


PETROLEUM  STORAGE 


The  ready  co-operation  and  advice  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer, 
Northamptonshire,  is  acknowledge  both  in  respect  of  fire  appliances  and 
in  the  checking  of  plans  for  new  and  altered  petroleum  installations. 

Satisfactory  conditions  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  at  licensed 
installations  were  adopted  by  the  Council.  These  closely  followed  the 
1 963  edition  of  the  Home  Office  Model  Code  of  Principles  of  Construction 
and  Licensing  Conditions  for  Petroleum  Installations. 
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The  Association  of  Petroleum  Act  Administration  issues  a  journal 
of  up  to  date  information  on  the  increasingly  complex  technicalities 
of  the  parts  of  the  Petroleum  Industry  relevant  to  the  Fetroleun  Officer 
and  his  responsibilities.  Meetings  and  courses  are  arranged  periodically 
ana  advice  given  upon  request.  Information  on  technical  development  and 
administrative  procedures  is  indispensable  to  the  Petroleum  Officer.  The 
Association  has  been  most  helpful  in  giving  guidance  with  specific 
enquiries. 

Particular  care  was  taken  prior  to  the  recommendation  of  licensing 
of  new  petroleum  storage  installations  by  the  Council.  Three  new 
installations  were  licensed  and  storage  capacity  was  increased  at 
different  premises.  The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  relicensed 
for  petroleum  storage  was  64.  There  are  no  self  service  petrol  filling 
stations  in  the  District. 

The  storage  capacity  of  licensed  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  vas:- 

1.  Fetroleun  Spirit  115,765  gallons 

2.  Petroleum  Mixtures  530  gallons 

During  the  year,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer, 
Northamptonshire  County  Council,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
made  a  visit  of  inspection  to  each  of  the  petroleum  storage  installations 
in  the  District  accompanied  by  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer.  In  each 
instance  deficiencies  were  noted  and  follow  up  action  was  taken.  it 
was  evident  that  the  licencees  accepted  the  visits  as  necessary  and  in 
many  cases  welcomed  them  as  an  opportunity  to  obtain  guidance  on  the  spot. 
Although  the  requirements  proved  to  be  stringent  in  many  instances  good 
cooperation  was  received  and  little  difficulty  experienced  in  ensuring 
provision  of  all  the  safety  measures  requested. 

In  one  case  an  underground  petroleum  storage  tank  was  situated  dm. 
an  old  timber  building  flanked  by  dwellings.  By  patient  negotiations 
with  the  owner  it  was  possible  to  arrange  for  the  tank  to  be  used  for 
storage  of  diesel  oil  and  for  a  new  petroleum  installation  to  be  provided 
and  licensed  in  a  safer  situation. 

The  Home  Office  Model  Code  has  now  become  more  exacting  and  there  axe 
difficulties  with  installations  which  were  previously  licensed  when 
the  code  was  less  stringent. 

No  complaints  were  received  concerning  petroleum  storage  installations 
duting  the  year. 

Appropriate  information  and  advice  is  obtained  and  given  to  the 
increasing  number  of  owners  of  pleasure  boating  craft  on  the  Canal  and 
River  Nene. 
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STREET  NAMING  AND  NUMBERING 


The  naming  of  new  streets  in  the  District  is  undertaken  after 
consultation  with  the  property  developer  and  the  relevant  parish  council. 
When  recommendations  have  been  received  the  Council  considers  and  resolves 
the  name  of  the  new  streets. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  instance  of  controversy  in  the  naming 
of  a  street,  a  complaint.  wa3  lodged  with  the  Magistrate’s  Court  and  in 
due  course  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  represented  the  Council 
at  the  hearing  when  the  matter  was  resolved  by  the  Court  ruling. 

A  register  of  street  names  in  use  in  the  District  by  Parishes  has 
been  compiled  and  additional  copies  distributed  to  other  Departments. 

It  can  be  consulted  upon  application  at  the  office. 

Street  numbering  of  new  properties  on  developing  estates  in 
particular,  is  a  service  which  is  fulfilled  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  Council  provides  name  plates  in  some  instances,  and  the  cooperation 
of  the  Surveyor  in  arranging  for  the  fixing  of  these  name  plates  is 
acknowledged. 
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SECTION  D 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Health  Servjc es  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968 

Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations 
Notif ication  of  food  poisoning  and  infectious  diseases 

All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  disease 
and  food  poisoning  are  in  Sections  47  to  49  of  the  Health  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations,  1963. 

The  infectious  diseases  to  be  notified  to  the  medical  officer  of 
health  are:- 

Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infective  jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 

Since  1968  notification  of  the  diseases  listed  below  is  no  longer 
required :- 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  Membranous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 

Responsibility  for  notifying  a  case  or  suspected  case  of  food 

poisoning  or  infectious  disease  rests  exclusively  on  the  medical 
practitioner  attending  the  patient  unless  he  believes  that  another 
practitioner  has  already  notified  the  case. 

158  cases  were  notified,  showing  a  decrease  on  last  year's  figure 
of  168  cases. 


Opthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Yftio oping  cough 
Yellow  fever 
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MEASLES 


The  incidence  of  measles  notification  decreased.  There  were  131 
cases  as  compared  with  286  in  1970.  While  measles  is  no  longer  a 
major  cause  of  morbidity  in  Britain,  it  is  an  unpleasant  illness  and 
few  req.ch  adult  life  without  having  contracted  it.  In  addition  in  the 
five  years  preceding  1968  there  were  467  deaths.  An  infection  of  such 
universality  may  result  in  complications,  including  neurological  sequaelae 
and  respiratory,  eye  and  aural  infections,  and  during  an  epidemic  year  as 
many  as  8,000  hospital  admissions  may  occur. 

The  regular  biennial  cycle  of  epidemics  of  measles  failed  to  occur 
in  the  1968-69  winter  and  again  in  the  winter  of  1969-70  there  vas  no 
national  epidemic,  due  probably  to  the  programme  of  immunisation  which 
began  in  1968.  The  suspension  of  vaccination  in  March  1969  of  a  certain 

batch  of  vaccine  led  to  a  shortage  and  the  rate  of  immunisation  has  been 
less  than  sufficient  to  prevent  the  number  of  susceptible  children  increasing 
with  the  new  births  each  year.  It  was  evident  by  the  middle  of  1970  that 
the  incidence  of  measles  would  be  high  as  notifications  markedly  increased 
and  continued  throughout  the  year.  By  mid- 1 970  sufficient  supplies  of 
vaccine  were  available  and  vaccination  was  resumed,  however  during  late 
1970  and  throughout  1971  there  was  a  significant  rise  of  measles 
notifications  nationally  and  a  campaign,  initiated  by  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health,  to  promote  further  measles  vaccination 
was  successful,  and  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
children  vaccinated. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  sufficient  number  of  susceptibles  will  now 
be  vaccinated  and  that  1971  will  be  the  last  year  when  a  high  incidence  of 
measles  is  recorded. 

RUBELLA 


Rubella  vaccination  became  available  in  November  1970  and  this  was 
offered  to  all  girls  in  their  14th  year  of  life,  (aged  13).  Following 
the  increased  availability  of  the  vaccines  this  age  limit  has  now  been 
lowered  to  include  11  and  12  year  old  girls. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 


Twelve  cases  were  notified,  showing  a  decrease  on  last  year's  figure 
of  nineteen.  This  is  another  condition  which  is  becoming  largely  more 
benign,  but  in  some  cases  can  be  distressing,  and  in  infancy  a  serious 
illness.  Protection  to  this  disease  is  often  by  triple  vaccination, 
together  with  tetanus  and  diphtheria. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

The  illness  was,  without  exception,  mild  and  no  serious  complications 
resulted.  There  were  four  cases  notified.  It3  principle  interest  is 
that  it  gives  a  rough  indication  of  the  amount  of  streptococcal  infection 
in  the  community. 
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POLIOMYELITIS 


Once  again  there  have  been  no  cases,  and  this  freedom  can  be  ascribed 
to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred  concurrently  with 
vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used  which  gives  a  longer 
lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety.  A  drink  of  syrup  or 
a  lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  to  the  young  patients  than 
the  previous  needle  prick. 

SOME  DYSENTERY 


No  cases  occurred. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  were  three  cases  notified  this  year.  The  first  occurred  in 
June  in  a  man  returning  from  a  holiday  in  Spain.  The  rest  of  the  family 
were  not  infected,  although  his  wife,  a  schoolteacher,  and  two  young 
children  were  asked  to  stay  away  from  school  until  the  results  of  samples 
submitted  were  received.  Arrangements  were  made  at  the  patient’s  place 
of  employment  for  separate  toilet  accommodation  to  be  set  aside  for  his 
use.  Six  consecutive  negative  samples  were  received  by  mid-August. 

There  was  a  further  case  notified  in  September  in  a  young  male  who  had  eaten 
a  meal  at  a  Chinese  restaurant  outside  the  District.  Unfortunately  it 
was  not  possible  to  investigate  this  as  the  patient  could  not  remember  the 
name  of  the  restaurant.  He  worked  part-time  in  a  public  house  and  was 
asked  to  discontinue  this  work  until  the  infection  had  been  cleared. 

The  third  case  occurred  in  a  young  male  who  worked  on  a  farm.  Prior  to 
his  illness  he  had  purchased  four  calves  which  were  subsequently  found 
to  be  suffering  from  Salmonella  and  it  is  thought  that  this  was  the 
source  of  his  infection.  Once  again  the  patient  as  asked  not  to  return 
to  work  until  negative  samples  had  been  received. 

The  organism  in  all  three  cases  was  typed  as  Salmonella  Typhimuriun. 
RESPIRATORY  INFECTIONS  AND  INFLUENZA 

Forty-six  deaths  were  recorded  this  year  from  pneumonia,  (the  majority 
between  the  ages  of  75  and  over),  eleven  from  bronchitis  and  none  from 
influenza.  Other  respiratory  infections  are  now  seldom  a  cause  of  death, 
except  as  a  terminal  event,  but  remain  a  considerable  cause  of  ill-health. 
These  are  still  the  hipest  cause  of  loss  of  working  hours,  and  bronchitis, 
nasal  catarrh  and  sinus  infections  still  result  in  much  disability. 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE 


There  were  six  cases  recorded.  Under  the  Health  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1963  this  disease  became  nationally  notifiable  in 
June  1968. 
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Acute  Infective  Hepatitis  is  a  disease  caused  by  a  virus  which 
attacks  the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection 
of  young  people,  of  faecal  oral  spread,  with  an  incubation  period  of 
15-25  days.  The  incriminative  routes  of  infection  are  from  food 
handlers,  water,  and  children  to  their  mothers.  The  virus  is 
present  in  faeces  16  days  before  jaundice  and  up  to  8  days  after.  Serum 

hepatitis,  which  i3  another  form  of  infective  hepatitis,  has  a  longer 
incubation  period  of  50-160  days.  It  affects  adults  mainly  and  can  be 
spread  by  blood  transfusion  and  inefficiently  sterilised  equipment  used 
by  doctors,  dentists,  nurses,  and  drug  addicts,  and  in  the  various  tattooing 
processes. 

The  clinical  groups  of  these  two  types  of  hepatitis  are 
indistinguishable.  There  is  no  specific  treatment  and  a  jaundiced 
adult  may  be  away  from  work  from  six  weeks  to  two  months,  and  sometimes 
might  not  feel  really  fit  for  a  year.  Quarantine  measures  are  of  little 
value  and  patients  can  be  treated  at  home  or  in  hospital,  provided 
adequate  hand-washing  techniques  are  practised  with  current  disinfection 
of  excreta.  Serum  hepatitis  can  be  virtually  abolished  if  disposable 
equipment  were  generdly  introduced.  In  this  County  disposable  equipment 
is  used  by  the  County  Health  Department  for  all  procedures  involving 
immunisation.  Gamma  Globulin  is  of  value  for  the  protection  of  close 
contacts  and  pregnant  women  during  epidemics, 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Vaccination  is  offered  against  tuberculosis  by  the  County  Council 
to  all  children  at  13  years  of  age.  This  is  carried  out  in  the  schools 
and  there  is  a  high  acceptance  rate. 

There  were  two  new  cases  notified  during  the  year,  one  posthumously. 

DIPHTHERIA 


There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  Northamptonshire  since  1956. 
There  is,  therefore,  with  every  successive  year  of  freedom  from  infection 
a  diminishing  public  recollection  of  the  dangers  of  this  disease. 

Mothers  without  knowledge  of  this  illness  feel  a  false  security  and  may 
fail  to  have  their  children  immunised.  That  this  is  a  dangerous 
situation  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  and  only  by  keeping  up  the 
number  of  children  immunised  may  this  dread  disease  be  kept  at  bay.  It 

is  the  duty  of  all  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised  and  if  they 
fail  to  do  so  they  neglect  their  children's  welfare. 

SMALLPOX 

It  has  recently  been  recommended  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  that  vaccination  against  smallpox  need  no  longer  be 
carried  out  as  a  routine  procedure  in  early  childhood  as  the  risk  of 
exposure  to  infection  is  far  less  likely  than  at  any  previous  time  since 
the  disease  was  first  recorded  in  this  country. 
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It  is  however  emphasised,  that  all  travellers  to  and  from  areas  of 
the  world  where  smallpox  is  endemic  or  countries  where  eradication 
programmes  are  in  progress,  and  health  service  3taff  who  come  into 
contact  with  patients,  should  be  offered  vaccination  and  re-vaccination. 
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MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.  1971 
as  Notified  by  General  Practitioners 
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Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  Individua]  Parishes  -  1971 
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A/re  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  1971 
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